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had always done that as a mere matter of precaution, like taking
out accident insurance when you arc elected president of a South
American republic. But in the eighties of the last century the
story of these hundred-odd brothers and cousins and nephews,
slaughtered in cold blood, did not read quite so well, and an Eng-
lish governor took the place of the former monarch. Since then
the country, whose population consists of only three per cent.
Hindus but ninety per cent. Buddhists, has greatly prospered, and
the Irrawaddy river, which is navigable all the way from Rangoon
to Mandalay, has become an artery of trade such as it had never
been before* It has seen more rice boats and oil tankers and ships
of all sorts than ever before during its long history.
As for Siam, the country just east of Burma and separated from
it by the Dawna range and the Tanen-Taung-gyi mountains, it owes
its continued independence to a combination of circumstances
of which the mutual jealousy between England in the west and
France in the east is most certainly not one of the least important
And furthermore, Siam has been singularly fortunate in its rulers.
Old King Chulalongkorn, who reigned for over forty years, was a
descendant of a Chinaman who, during the latter half of the
eighteenth century, had delivered Siam from the Burmese. By
devcrly playing his western neighbours against those from the east,
and by a few trivial concessions, and, above all, by not surrounding
himself with English and French advisers but by choosing his
experts from among the much less dangerous smaller nations, this
enlightened Siamese reduced the number of illiterates in his
domain from 90% to 20%, founded a university, developed rail-
ways, made the Menam river navigable for over 400 miles, in-
stalled an excellent postal and telegraphic system, and trained his
army sufficiently wdl to make himself not only a desirable ally but
also a potentially dangerous enemy.
Bangkok on die Mcnam delta grew until it finally h^d almost
a million inhabitants, a great many of whom still live on rafts
anchored in the river, which gives Bangkok the aspect of a sort of
eastern Venice. Instead of dosing tike country to foreign immigra-
tion, Ac industrious Chinese were liberally encouraged to setde
cbwa in the capital, and they now form one-math of the